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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of April Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 15th April 2015 at 4.00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________
PRESIDING:


Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 





Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole,  Peggy Nolan,  



P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th March 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Home Repossessions.

The members reiterated their concerns regarding the threat of the repossession of family homes in County Longford.  

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Casey, it was unanimously agreed that a further letter be forwarded to An Taoiseach requesting support for distressed mortgage holders.

 

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 11th February
2015, as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
In response to a query from Councillor J. Browne, the Chief Executive confirmed that the 

N4 Longford (Roosky) to Mullingar route is the priority roads project for the Council.

SHANNON AND ROYAL BLUEWAYS.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Éanna Rowe, Marketing and Communications Manager, Waterways Ireland. 

Éanna explained that the Blueway is a path or trail that is developed with launch points, camping locations and points of interest for canoeists, paddle, boaters, kayakers, walkers and cyclists.  Typically developed to encourage recreation, tourism, ecological education and preservation of wildlife resources.
Éanna outlined details of the following  -

· Building the Infrastructure  -  Shannon and Royal Canal.
· Camlin loop (half day paddle) 
· Linking Cloondara to Tarmonbarry in a loop 
· Linking through Rooskey to wider blueway offering .
· The Royal Blueway  -  Longford Town to Cloondara.

· Propositions  -  Paddling, Walking and Cycling, WI Facilities and Service Block,

Linking Shannon and Royal Canal, Linkage to Shannon Blueway, Linkage to Royal Blueway and Dublin Galway Greenway, Linkage to Center Parc, Ballymahon, Tourism and Recreation opportunities, National and International significance.
· Marketing and Promotion.

· Launch and Opening  - 24th to 26th April 2015.

Councillor M. Carrigy, Chairperson of the County Longford Tourism Committee, 

complimented  Éanna and Waterways Ireland for their role in this project.

Éanna replied to queries raised on the following issues  -

· Signage on the Canal Walkway.

· Tourism in Lanesboro.

· Utilisation of the Inny River.

· Tourism in North Longford.

The Cathoairleach and members thanked Éanna for his very informative presentation.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three public liability claims were received during March 2015.
Annual Financial Statement 2014.
Mr. Lynch outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2014, which was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting,   The 2014 AFS is the first combined report incorporating Longford Town Council and Granard Town Council which were dissolved on 1st June 2014.   

2014 also marks the transition of functions to Irish Water and the AFS incorporates a number of changes arising out of this to 


· Fixed Assets

· Operation & Maintenance Expenditure

· Loans 

· Development Contributions

· Trade Debtors

· Capital Balances 

Mr. Lynch outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement and replied to queries raised by the members –

· Summary of Results (Revenue).

· Significant Items Income (Revenue Account)  -

· Local Government Fund.

· Rates.

· Road Grants.

· Higher Education Grants.

· Housing Grants.

· Miscellaneous Grants (Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government)

· Local Enterprise Office.

· Goods & Services.

· Significant Items Expenditure Revenue Account  -

· Payroll & Pension Costs.

· Operational Expenses.

· Administration Expenses.

· Establishment Expenses.

· Financial Expenses.
· Miscellaneous Expenses.

· Draft Financial Statement 2014.

· Collection Accounts.

· Arrears.

· Debtors Accounts.

· Capital Account Summary.

· Major Capital Works Items 2014.

· Capital Account Significant Items.

· Issues for 2015  -

· New Financial Management System project.

· Finalise asset vesting orders with Irish Water.

· Consolidate Debt Collection Functions of Longford Town and County and pursue arrears cases.

· Progress superannuation shared service.

     Special “In Committee” Meeting of Longford County Council.

     On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was  

     unanimously agreed that a Special “in committee” meeting of Longford County Council be
     held on Wednesday, 6th May 2015 at 4.00 p.m. to consider the Draft Annual Financial 
     Statement in more detail.  It was further agreed that a special “in committee” Housing  
     Meeting be also held on the 6th May. 

     On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was 
     unanimously agreed that a report on the balances transferred from Longford Town Council to
     Longford County Council be circulated to the members in advance of the Special meeting on 
     the 6th May.

Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001.  

It was agreed to defer this item to Special meeting on the 6th May 2015.

INFRASTRUCTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Section 85 Agreement.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to enter into an agreement between Longford County Council and Kildare   County Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, in relation to essential bridge rehabilitation works on three bridges in County Longford, as circulated. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 

PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.

Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Proposed Regeneration Plan for Longford.

The Chief Executive stated that an application for sanction for the post of Regeneration Officer has been prepared for submission to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  

Draft Annual Report 2014. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton  seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2014 prepared in accordance with Section 21 of Local Government Act 2001, as circulated

1916 Commemoration.
Ms. Mary Reynolds, County Librarian, outlined the details of the Ireland 2016 Initiative.  Each Local Authority will lead and enable an appropriate programme of  ‘Remembering, Reflecting and re-imagining’ for each county.  An interim programme will be prepared for consultation at the end of April 2015 and a final programme for each county will be published in October 2015. 

The five themes are –  Remember, Reconcile, Imagine, Present and Celebrate.
The seven programme strands are  -  State Ceremonial, Historical Reflection, The Living Language, Youth and Imagination, Cultural Expression, Community Participation – with Local Authority leadership, Global and Diaspora.

The first consultation meeting will take place on Tuesday, 21st April 2015 at 7.00 p.m. in Backstage Theatre. 

Mary encouraged all members to participate in the public consultation. 

General Items.
Correspondence 
Letter dated 10th March 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding Longford/Westmeath Hospital was noted.

Letter dated 13th March 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government regarding funding for emergency homeless accommodation at St. Martha’s House and Bethany House, Longford was noted.
Letter dated 20th March 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance regarding Rates Legislation was noted.
Letter dated 30th March 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform regarding rates legislation was noted.  Councillor S. Butler expressed disappointment regarding the contents of this letter.  
Training -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Gale family, Cartronbrack, Kenagh on the death of Anne Gale.                    
Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Farrell family, Cloughan, Abbeyshrule on the death of Amy Farrell.                     

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Diffley family, Ferefad, Longford on the death of Mel Diffley.                    

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
13th May 2015.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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